NOUWEN-PAESEN AND SON, GRANDSONS AND GREAT GRANDSONS

2007

By Richard Cass

From the | eft rear, the master of the craft, Jaak Nouwen, afriend, Dirk (Derick) Nouwen.
From left front Sam Nouwen age 11 and Thijs Nouwen age 13 (soon).

For afew years now this writer has enjoyed the considerable pleasure of writing about
the Nouwen-Paesen family and culture of extreme long distance racing birds. This past
year the younger Nouwens were introduced. Prior articles can be seen at
www.questsyndicatel ofts.com look for the Nouwen-Paesen link. Nouwen-Paesen has a
very nice webpage http://users.skynet.be/fa558901/nouwpaes.htm. PIPA has two nice
articleson their “All Articles’ link  http://www.pipa.be. Thiswriting will focus on the
2007 season.

First off the Nouwens are fierce competitorsin all they do. Thisincludes motorcross (dirt
bike) competition. Jaak was a top competitor in his day. The Nouwen interest isin high
speed and dangerous and thisinterest is held by many cousins. Dirk still manages a
broken bone or two and the boys- well a photograph is worth a thousand words.



Dirk isvery involved with the boys attending football (soccer) where Thijsis avery good
attacker with 22 scored goals and has been selected for his regional team. Sam isagoal
keeper. Sam is developing his interests being in (elementary) school. Thijsisin hisfirst
year of middle school ages 12 to 18. Herides his bike 5 milesto school everyday. He has
academic interests including agriculture and biology. Perhaps a future university degree
isin hisfuture.

This article is about 2007 racing results by the Nouwen-Paesens. First off, Nouwen-
Paesen and Zoon and their specialty the extreme long distance. The goal of Jaak and Dirk
isto score asin win in the 600 to 1200 km races. The crown jewe in this effort isthe
international Barcelonarace that liberates well over 20,000 birds each year.

The Nouwen-Pagsen and Zoon important accomplishmentsin 2007; 1% prize 3 year
classification Gold Wing Barcelona against 1200 lofts. 3 in 2 year classification. They
took 4™ in provincial championship, 1% Regional Championship. The 2™ provincial ace
pigeon long distance contains Nouwen-Paesen Cattrysse blood, 1% National Champion
Extreme Long Distance loft is based in large part on Nouwen-Paesen bloodlines. Other
results include 1% provincial St. Vincent, Barcelona and Perpignan 2™ provincial
Barcelona all containing Nouwen-Paesen Cattrysse bloodlines. The first national
Barcelona 2007 contained 50% Nouwen-Pagesen blood.



In the breeding loft, we see a combination of the new and old. “New” in the sense of what
Dirk refersto as “strange blood” carefully selected subjects brought in to maintain the
vitality of the culture. “Old” that refersto along linage in the Nouwen-Paesen | oft.
Nouwen-Paesen does line and inbreed their culture.

There are anumber of examples of the success that Nouwen-Paesen has enjoyed in their
breeding strategy. For example, Klein 280:
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This hen was the Nouwen-Paesen second bird from Barcelonain 2007. She presents an
interesting study and strategy in her pedigree. Her grandfather BarcelonaKing and sire
are the basis for the continuing introduction of Kipp (Germany) blood into the line.
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Son of Barcelona King purchased by Nouwen-Paesen for 2008 Breeding season. Thisis
aready a proven breeder. He is from the loft of Herbots a connoisseur of champions from
the extreme long distance.



The bird arriving first for Nouwen-Paesen presents the same type of study:

This handsome fellow made hisfirst trip from Barcelonain grand style. He will have
more chances and is already being eyed as a candidate for the stock loft. On the father’s
side he comes from line of Nouwen-Pagsen that has been present in competition and
stock for 30 years. As nice as he is his accomplishment is overshadowed by those of his



famous older brother that has one more Barcel ona race to score before retiring to the
stock loft:

Yes, it istrue the best overall racer al of Belgium for four years!! Sending this super
performer to agrand finale “Primus Interpares’ is the stuff heart attacks are made of.



It would be remiss not to illustrate the grand old man that produces these great birds.
There are precious few birds that make it to the Nouwen-Paesen stock |ofts and retire
there to die. These include such subjects as Narbonne, the 1000, Rhone Princes, Euro

Region and few others. The “Vader Barcas’ isof that ilk.



Another very good performer is the “ Schone”:



Thisis astrong Nouwen-Paesen pedigree that shows their classic strategy of pairing their
champions to the champions of others and sharing the young. The sire 1000-93 is deep in
30 years of Nouwen-Paesen Cattrysse bloodlines. He ended his career in the Nouwen-
Paesen stock lofts as an extraordinary breeder:

As aconcluding note on the Nouwen-Paesen 2007 season, they scored very well after
Barcelonain the Perpi %nan race 500+ miles. The clocking order was a grandson of Vader
Barcas that was also 6" clock from Barcelona and 204/2150 provincia . Their second
pigeon was a daughter of the famous Zwarte Jo (Photo below) that was 283/2150 2007
provincial Barcelona. 3™ was Zwarte Barca that was 3" Barcelona. 4™ was the Schone
that was also 4™ on Barcelona and 77/2150 provincial. 5" was another son of Zwarte Jo
and 156/2150 Barcelona. The Jonge Barca was 6™ having been 1% clock Barcelona. These
entries represented 85% prize winning entries or 6 out of 7 entered.



Remember those rambunctious Nouwen boys, Thijs and Sam? Well they had some kind
of season in the sprint races in 2007.

In the young bird season from Mettet they were 1,2, 4 etc 270 birds 20 members and 4,
12, and 14, etc 1077 birds region with 90 lofts participating. Chimay they were 1% club
303 birds 5" region 1311. Laon 1,5, 6 etc 137 birds, Koblenz 1,2, etc 117 birds, they
were 5" 6™ 581 hirds,

In the old bird season they were 1% 54 birds club, Chimay 1% 29 club and 2™ 124 regjion.
In asecond Chimay they were 1% 202 birds club, 4™ 925 regional. In a3 Chimay race
they were 1% of 90 birds club and 1% 366 region. Melun they were 1% 34 birds club.
Nanteuil 1 st 28 birds club and 4™ 207 region.

Thijs and Sam were 7 times starting with 2" place and 5 times starting with 3 place.

The championships illustrate their skill and consistency; this includes 7" National
Champion KBDB in the beginner class- people with less than 5 yearsin the sport. 8"
National Ace Pigeon youth club. At the club level they were 1% General Champion loft
overall. In the speed races 100 to 200 kms they were 1% Champion Old birds, 1%
Champion Y earlings, 1% Champion Y oung Bird, 1 Ace Pigeon Y oung bird. From the
middle distance 250 kms to 450 kms they were 1% Champion Old Bird, 1¥ Champion

Y earling, 2" Champion young birds, 1¥ Ace Pigeon Y earling and 1% Ace Pigeon Y oung
Birds. In Championships at Regional level competition (5 clubs) they were 2™ General
Champion overall, 2" Champion speedraces and 2™ Champion middle distance races.

They race adifferent culture of bird than Jaak and Dirk. The lines they have include
Muelemans, Janssen and Colijn-Ganus.



Thijsleft and Sam right in front of their loft but with less hair
The boys approached their father, Dirk saying they wanted to have and race pigeons. Dirk
agreed to this so long as the boys would be responsible for the lofts and birds. The boys
have two small lofts. One isfor young birds that will hold around 30 birds and oneisfor
the old racing males, 11 birds. The boys agree that one day Sam will care for the old birds
and Thijs the young birds. The next day they shift responsibilities. During the racing
season before they are off to school they must treat and clean the lofts and train their old
birds. At 10 AM Jaak releases the youngsters. When Sam returns from school at noon he
calls the young birds in and feeds them. He then has his lunch and returns back to school.
In the evening Thijs does the training and feeding of the old birds. The racing hens aren’t
trained during the week except afew releases from 70 kms on Wednesdays.

A brotherly thing on a hot summer day with the birds.

It isto be imagined that thereis some sibling rivalry that happens with brothers- such as
fighting. However, a good brotherly relationship in a partnership arrangement with racing
pigeons at the center makes for good will and sharing responsibility, glory and the magic
we al know about when we first suffered our infatuation with racing birds or just pigeons
in general.

We know that the move to racing birds in the higher math of animal husbandry and can
lead to areal sense of adventure in the care, maintenance, health and competition
involved.



Sam in the foreground placing a bird in basket for training. Observe that he handles the
bird comfortably.

The partnership in action on race day.



Sam right, Thijs left giving up one of the most guarded secrets of successful pigeon
racers- enjoying the birds and the birds loving their home.



It is delight to see apossible pair of future competitors for the sport. Thijs and Sam have
their entire lives, school, careers, loves and heartbreak in front of them. At some point in
the future they may well recall the birds they so thoroughly enjoyed and made them
worthy of mention in the international scheme of things.

Thisisthe most important bird for Thijs and Sam. He took 6 first places club, 2 firsts
region a second, third and fourth region. As a breeder and with only four young from him
three of the four were good racers. 172-06 was 8" national Ace Pigeon 2006 youth class
winning 8/1077 Chimay, 8/1034 Chimay and 2/254 Laon. His nest brother 171/06 was
very good on the middle distance. A daughter, 322/07, won 1% Koblenz 6 minutes ahead
of 2" place.



The boys have aptly named this pair of birds. The male 5139123-04 won 2™ of 3000
birds region on a 300 km race and has other good prizes. He was purchased at an auction
at the Grote Brogel club after the death of the owner. The hen isfrom Colijn/Ganus asis
from the line of Golden Matten by a daughter of TOPO. This pairing produced 5128316-
07 that was 1% ace pigeon speed races as ayoun% bird taking 1/303 club and 5/1311
Chimay; 2/270 club a12/1077 region Mettet, 19" 1087 Chimay and other good prizes.
This coupling also produced 5188432-07 4™ ace pigeon young birds.



In conclusion, we all know thereis room for a sense of humor in our sport. The Nouwen
boys attempt to fill that gap by spoofing Quest Syndicate of Texas and Nevada after their
birds scored well for the Nouwen-Paesen Quest Syndicate entriesin one loft racesin
Germany and Romania. The birds appear to be having more fun than the boys.

Nouwen-Pagesen afamous name in the pigeon sport will be heard from for years to come.



